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ABSTRACT
This study’s objectives were to suggest harmonised criteria for the definition of mixed forests for two
Nordic countries, describe their principal mixture types, and provide an overview of their current
extent. We used national forest inventory data compiled in Finland and Sweden, considering the
forest available for wood supply (FAWS), excluding seedling and sapling plots before canopy
closure. The definition of the mixed forest was based on the threshold criteria, which indicate the
basal area proportion of the dominant tree species of the total in a stand. The proportion of
mixed forests increased with higher threshold criteria: 21% to 42% in Finland and 24% to 49% in
Sweden, as the threshold criterion was changed from 65% to 85%. With a threshold criterion of
75%, the area of mixed FAWS was 5.6 million ha (31% of FAWS) in Finland and 6.5 million ha
(36%) in Sweden. The dominant mixture type was the pine-spruce-birches mixture (31%) in
Finland and the pine-spruce mixture (29%) in Sweden. The proportion of peatland forest of mixed
forests was similar in the countries: 9–10%. The mixed forests proportion increased from north
boreal to hemiboreal, increasing with more mature development classes.
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Introduction

In Finland and Sweden, the growing bioeconomy is increas-
ing demand for renewable raw material from forests. Both
countries committed decades ago to applying Multi-Func-
tional and Sustainable Forest Management (Resolution H1
MCPFE in Helsinki (MCPFE 1993)), which includes the main-
tenance of the balance between society’s increasing
demands for forest products and benefits and the preser-
vation of forest health and diversity. Moreover, a character-
istic feature of forest and ecosystem management is the
concept of integration (Beland Lindahl and Westholm 2011;
Simonsson et al. 2015), and the ecological, economic, and
social functions of forests must therefore be considered sim-
ultaneously. In recent decades, the management of conifer-
ous forests mixed with broadleaves instead of
monocultures has been a debated and suggested method
for integration (Keskitalo et al. 2016; Felton et al. 2016;
Lodin et al. 2017; Hallberg-Sramek et al. 2023).

In Finland and Sweden, the prevailing silviculture in pro-
duction forests has favoured the coniferous tree species,
Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris L., hereafter pine) and Norway
spruce (Picea abies (L.) Karst., hereafter spruce). The forest
industry has regarded them as more productive and valuable
than broadleaved tree species. As a result, most production
forests are established as either pure coniferous stands or
are strongly dominated by conifers (Nilsson et al. 2012;

Korhonen et al. 2021). However, mixed-species forests, includ-
ing both broadleaves and conifers, can commonly provide a
wider range of ecosystem services than monocultures
(Felton et al. 2016; Huuskonen et al. 2021) due to increased
biodiversity, strengthened vitality, and improved resilience,
and are therefore more adaptive to environmental changes
(Messier et al. 2022).

According to Forest Europe (2020), less than a fifth of the
forest area in Finland (14%) and in Sweden (17%) is covered
by mixed forests, which are defined as forests where no
single tree species accounts for more than 75% of the tree
crown cover. In the boreal forests of Finland and Sweden,
the number of tree species in mixed forests is usually low,
and mixed forests have been studied less than monocultures.
One of the challenges especially is the lack of general and
explicit definitions of a mixed forest. Bravo-Oviedo et al.
(2014) offered a generally consistent definition, but without
thresholds for species proportions in terms of basal area.
The definition of mixed forests therefore varies between
countries. National forest inventories (NFI) apply 75% and
65% of the basal area in Finland and Sweden respectively
as thresholds for the most dominant species to distinguish
between monoculture and mixed forest. Typically, the NFI
reports describe forest area and resources by main tree
species, development class, soil type, and subregion, but
the species mixtures are described in less detail.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by Informa UK Limited, trading as Taylor & Francis Group
This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use,
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. The terms on which this article has been published allow the posting of the Accepted Manu-
script in a repository by the author(s) or with their consent.

CONTACT Daesung Lee daesung.lee@luke.fi Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke), Latokartanonkaari 9, 00790 Helsinki, Finland

SCANDINAVIAN JOURNAL OF FOREST RESEARCH
2023, VOL. 38, NOS. 7–8, 442–452
https://doi.org/10.1080/02827581.2023.2259797

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/02827581.2023.2259797&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-11-17
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1586-9385
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2025-1942
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-9132-8612
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7624-4031
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-6198-853X
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1073-8434
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9544-7400
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2568-5192
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8630-3982
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:daesung.lee@luke.fi
http://www.tandfonline.com


In this study, we developed harmonised criteria for mixed
forests to compare Finnish and Swedish forests. The targeted
area in this study was the forests available for wood supply to
analyse the mixed forest state in productive forests. The
specific research aims were: (1) to explore how the threshold
criteria and definition of a mixed forest affected the estimate
of the area proportion of mixed forests; (2) to identify the area
and sites where mixed forests were most frequent; (3) to
examine what the most common tree species mixtures are;
and (4) to explore how the mixtures varied among the devel-
opment classes.

Material and methods

Description of NFI data

We used the sample plot data of the Finnish 12th NFI,
measured in 2014–2018. The sampling design in the Finnish
NFI was systematic cluster sampling (Korhonen et al. 2021),
except for the application of balanced sampling in the
Åland region (Räty et al. 2019). The maximum plot radius in
Finnish NFI12 was nine metres. For Sweden, we used both
temporary (7 m radius) and permanent (10 m radius)
sample plots from the Swedish NFI between 2012 and 2016
(Fridman et al. 2014). In both NFIs, only plots classified as
forest available for wood supply (FAWS) were included in
this study, based on land cover classifications according to
the national and FAO classifications. Measurements and
assessments were made at three different levels: tree;
sample plot; and forest stand level.

Calculation of plot-level variables from tree
measurements

For both countries, a NFI field plot can be divided into two or
more forest stands if the plot falls at the border of stands. In
this study, we used only the part of the plot that was inside
the stand where the plot-centre was located (plot-centre
stand). We calculated the tree basal area by tree species
groups using the measured tree diameters. The tree species
groups we used were as follows: pine (P); spruce (S); birches
(B) (silver and downy, respectively Betula pendula Roth and
Betula pubescens Enrh.) and other tree species (O). After calcu-
lating the tree basal areas by species groups, we converted
the results into stand basal area (BA) based on hectare.
Using the sample plots from the NFI implies a small-scale
definition with tree-by-tree species mixed forest, as the
sample plot is a maximum of 254 m2 in Finland or 314 m2

in Sweden. However, we have carefully assessed the
mixture within each subplot of the data in accordance with
the stand delineation assessed by NFI. Our definition of a
mixed forest therefore means the mixture of tree species at
subplot level.

Criteria for selecting plots and data harmonisation
for both countries

The following criteria were used to select the sample plots in
our study.

(1) Land use/land cover class: forest land, i.e. we excluded
poorly productive forests (maximum mean annual incre-
ment <1 m3 ha−1 year−1) and land uses other than forest
land.

(2) Forest available for wood supply: we excluded protected
forests and other forests where harvesting was not
allowed to determine the distribution of mixture types
in productive forests.

(3) Development class: Young thinning stand (mean diam-
eter at breast height (DBH) 10–16 cm), Advanced thin-
ning stand (mean DBH >16 cm but not mature for final
felling), and Mature forest (mature for final felling,
minimum mean DBH criteria vary from 22 cm to 27 cm
according to site productivity) were included from the
Finnish NFI. Unthinned forest (most trees under 20 cm
in DBH), Thinned forest (younger than allowable age for
final felling, mean DBH can vary), and Final felling forest
(older than the allowable age for final harvest rec-
ommended by the tables in Section 6.4 of the field
instruction (SLU 2022), mean DBH can vary) were
included from the Swedish NFI. (Note: the minimum cri-
terion for the mean DBH of young thinning stands in
Finland is around 8 cm. To harmonise with the Swedish
data, we applied a minimum DBH of 10 cm in this
study.) Seedling sites and sapling stands before the
canopy closure, where trees were less than 10 cm in
stem diameter at breast height (1.3 m above the
ground), were not considered in the analysis.

In the analysis, the data were classified based on soil type,
vegetation zone, and development class and were harmo-
nised between countries. The original national soil type
classifications were simplified to separate mineral soils and
peatlands. In using the harmonised definition, the plots
were classified as peatland if the organic layer was peat and
at least 30 cm thick and as thin peat if the organic layer
was peat and less than 30 cm thick.

The forest growth condition varies by biogeographical
zone. Most of Finland and Sweden belongs to the boreal
biogeographical zone; the southern parts belong to the
hemiboreal subzone of the temperate zone (Ahti et al.
1968). Four vegetation zones were used in the analysis:
northern, middle, southern, and hemi-boreal. To classify
the climatic zones, we applied the country-wise vegetation
zone maps provided by SYKE in Finland (SYKE 2015) and
SNFI in Sweden (Nilsson et al. 2014). The boundary of the
vegetation zone between countries was therefore some-
what dislocated in the northern and middle boreal zones.
Table 1 shows the number of plots by different class used
in this analysis.

Definitions of mixed forest type

The definition of mixed forest was based on the BA pro-
portion by tree species (Figure 1). If none of the species-
groups had a larger proportion than a designated threshold,
the plot was regarded as a mixed forest plot. Otherwise, the
plot was categorised as a monoculture. To examine how
much the area proportion of mixed forest changed by
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country, the threshold criteria for the BA ratio of single
species were tested in a range from 65% to 85% by 5%, as
this was considered sufficient to examine the trend. The
75% threshold criterion was applied in the analyses to
define mixed forest types by conforming with the recent
reports where the same criterion was applied (Forest
Europe 2020; Korhonen et al. 2021).

Next, we checked the BA proportion of the top dominant
species group in terms of BA. If it was more than 50% of total
BA, the mixed forest type was named after the most domi-
nant tree species group, e.g. pine, spruce, birches, or other
mixed forest. Furthermore, we checked the second most
dominant species. If it was more than 25% of the total, the
species name was added to the nomenclature, as it could
denote a proportion more than half the rest of the total BA
(or more than a quarter). For example, a pine-spruce forest
(P-S in Figure 1) was defined as one in which pine was
more than 50% and spruce more than 25% of the basal
area proportion (Figure 1).

In addition to the definitions above such as P-S, S-B, B-S,
and etc., pine, spruce, and birches (P-S-B) mixtures are of
great interest, as these species are the most common and
important in Finland and Sweden. Classifying the P-S-B
mixture as special cases by checking the three species
rather than the most dominant two species was therefore
considered. We used the category of case 1 for the pine-
spruce-birches forest type (P-S-B c1 in Figure 1) for those
plots where the most dominant species had a BA proportion
of more than 50%, and all the pine, spruce, and birches each
had a BA proportion of more than 10%. If the most dominant
species was pine, spruce, or birch, any of the top species had
a BA proportion of more than 25%, and all the pine, spruce,
and birches each had a BA proportion of more than 10%,
the plots were also categorised as case 2 for the pine-
spruce-birches forest type (e.g. P-S-B c2 in Figure 1). For
example, a plot with a BA proportion of spruce of 60%,
birches of 30%, and pine of 10% or a plot with spruce of
60%, birches of 20%, and pine of 20% was classified as P-S-
B c1. A plot with 40–30–30% or 45–40–15% was classified
as P-S-B c2.

We also defined additional categories such as case 2 for
pine-other, spruce-other, and birches-other, where 50% ≤BA
<75% for the most dominant species, and the BA <25% for
the second most dominant species (e.g. P-O c2, S-O c2, and
B-O c2 in Figure 1). Otherwise, the plots were categorised as
case 1 or 2 for other mixed forest (e.g. OM c1 and OM c2).
This mixed forest type can be defined as a plot where other
species rather than pine, spruce, or birches were dominant
(OM c1 in Figure 1) or a plot where pine, spruce, or birches
had a minor proportion (OM c2 in Figure 1). Cases 1 and 2
were designed to identify the mixture types and helped
describe themajority or minority of the species’ BA proportions.

Results

Area of mixed forests depending on different basal
area thresholds

The total area of FAWS used for the analysis of mixed species
proportions in this study was 18.2 million ha in Finland and
18.0 million ha in Sweden. The proportion of mixed forest
increased with a similarly spaced interval between the
threshold criteria of 65% to 85% for monoculture vs mixture.
In Finland, the increase ranged from 21% (3.8 million ha) to
42% (7.6 million ha) and in Sweden from 24% (4.3 million ha)
to 49% (8.8 million ha) (Figure 2). The increase of mixed
forest was 5–7% in both countries for each increased step of
the 5% threshold criteria for the plot considered amonoculture.

Hereafter, all further analyses were based on the 75%
threshold criteria, in which the mixed forest corresponded
to 31% (5.6 million ha) vs monoculture 69% (12.6 million
ha) in Finland and 36% (6.5 million ha) vs 64% (11.5 million
ha) in Sweden (Figure 3 (a1,b1)). While the total area was
about 0.2 million ha larger in Finland, the area of mixed
forest in FAWS was 0.9 million ha (5%) larger in Sweden.

The area and proportion by defined mixed forest type

Using the 75% basal area threshold criterion for monoculture,
the pine-spruce-birches forest was the most commonmixture

Table 1. The number of plots in National Forest Inventory (NFI) data from Finland (FI) and Sweden (SE). Only the plots classified as forest available for wood supply
(FAWS) were analysed for this study.

Criteria Class Finnish NFI12 Swedish NFI
No. of plots for
mixed forest (a)

No. of plots
in total

% of mixed
forest

No. of plots for
mixed forest (a)

No. of plots
in total

% of mixed
forest

Site type Mineral soil 9779 31606 30.9 7135 20421 34.9
Thin peat 2303 7917 29.1 – – –
Peatland 1147 3000 38.2 851 1868 45.6

Vegetation zone Northern boreal 1240 4488 27.6 707 2566 27.6
Middle boreal 4885 16558 29.5 2929 7948 36.9
Southern boreal 6544 19958 32.8 1203 3112 38.7
Hemiboreal 560 1519 36.9 3147 8663 36.3

Development
class (b)

Young thinning stand (FI)/
Unthinned forest (SE)

4766 14205 33.6 2896 8781 33.0

Advanced thinning stand (FI)/
Thinned forest (SE)

5574 15363 36.3 1527 4473 34.1

Mature stand (FI)/ Final felling
forest (SE)

2131 4993 42.7 3563 9035 39.4

Other classes 758 7962 9.5 – – –
Total 13229 42523 31.1 7986 22289 35.8

(a)The number of plots for mixed forests was provided based on the threshold criterion for a basal area proportion of 75% of the most dominant species in a stand.
(b)The development class refers to the terminology of the Finnish and Swedish NFIs respectively and is not directly comparable between countries.
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in Finland, covering 30.5% (1.7 million ha) of the total area of
mixed forests, followed by the pine-spruce forest (20.2%). In
Sweden, the area of pine-spruce forest was largest, with a
proportion of 28.8% (1.9 million ha), followed by spruce-
birches forest (19.1%) (Figure 3 (a2,b2)).

In both countries, pine was more dominant than the other
species in each mixed forest type (e.g. pine-spruce, pine-
birches, pine-spruce-birches). Additionally, the forest area
with the class of minor p-s-b dom type (P-S-B c2), where
the basal area proportion of a top dominating species is
more than 25% but less than 50%, was 12.8% (0.7 million
ha) of the area of mixed forests in Finland and 6.6% (0.4
million ha) in Sweden.

A relatively small proportion of the mixed forest was domi-
nated by either pine, spruce or birches and in mixture with

other species, e.g. alder (Alnus incana and A. glutinosa) or
aspen (Populus tremula). The area proportion of pine-other,
spruce-other, and birches-other stands was 4.7%, 4.0%, and
2.7% in Finland and 9.1%, 9.1%, and 3.6% in Sweden respect-
ively. The proportion of mixed forests not dominated by pine,
spruce, or birches was 8.7% of mixed forests in Finland and
6.5% in Sweden.

The area and proportion of mixed forests by soil type

On mineral soils, pine-spruce-birches mixtures were the most
common mixtures in Finland, whereas in Sweden, the pine-
spruce mixtures were the most common (Figure 4). Mineral
soils represented 73% of mixed forests in Finland and 90%
in Sweden. On peatlands pine-spruce-birches was the most

Figure 1. Definition of the mixed forest based on the stand basal area (BA) with the same criteria for both countries. In the example, the threshold criterion for the
BA proportion of the most dominant species is 75%. Mixed forests are classified into groups coloured by tree species mixtures. The symbols in bold are referenced
in Material and Methods for readability.
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common mixture in both Finland (3.2% of mixed forests) and
Sweden (2.4%). Similarly, the pine-spruce-birches forest was
the most common mixture on thin peat sites (6.0%) in
Finland; the thin peat category (18% of forest area in
Finland) is not defined in the Swedish NFI.

The area and proportion of mixed forests by
vegetation zone

The largest mixed forest area by vegetation zone was in the
southern boreal (2.3 million ha) in Finland and in the
middle boreal (2.9 million ha) in Sweden (Figure 5 (b1–b4)).
Although the total mixed forest area differed between
countries by vegetation zone, the area proportion in
Finland and Sweden was similar: 27% vs 28% in the northern
boreal, 30% vs 37% in the middle boreal, 33% vs 40% in the
southern boreal, and 37% vs 37% in the hemiboreal (Figure 5
(b1–b4)). The proportion of mixed forests increased in both
countries towards the south.

In the southern, middle, and northern boreal zones, the
pine-spruce-birches mixtures were the most common in
Finland (Figure 5 (c1–c4)). On the other hand, in Sweden,
the spruce-birches mixture was the most common in the
northern boreal, and the pine-spruce mixture was the most
common in the middle boreal and southern boreal zones.
Unlike the other mixture types, the proportion of the
birches-other mixture and other mixtures tended to be
greater from the northern boreal to the southern boreal. In
particular, the trend of other mixtures along the vegetation
zone was found to noticeably increase towards the south in
both countries.

The area and proportion of mixed forests by
development class

The proportion of mixed forests increased towards older
development classes in both countries, e.g. 33%, 36%, to
43% in Finland and 33%, 35%, to 39% in Sweden (Figure 6
(a1,b1)). In Young thinning stands, pine-spruce, pine-birches,
and spruce-birches forests were evenly represented (17–

18%) in Finland (Figure 6 (a2)). In Sweden, in the Unthinned
forests class spruce-birches (23%), pine-spruce (22%), and
pine-spruce-birches (18%) mixtures were the most common
mixed forests (Figure 6 (b2)). In Advanced thinning stands,
the pine-spruce-birches mixture (34%) represented the
largest area of mixed forests in Finland, while in the
Thinned forests class, the pine-spruce mixture was clearly
the largest area of mixed forests (34%) in Sweden. In
Mature stands, the pine-spruce-birches mixture was most
common (31%) in Finland, whereas in the Final Felling
forests class, the pine-spruce mixture was the most
common in Sweden.

Discussion

Characteristics in accordance with mixed forest
definitions

The definition of what constitutes a mono- or multi-specific
forest varies between countries and organisations (Bruchwald
1984; Bravo-Oviedo et al. 2014). We focused on forests with
development stages starting from young thinning stands
after canopy closure. The BA proportion of the most domi-
nant species was applied as classification criteria for mixed
stand or monoculture. The BA is often used to describe the
stand density after canopy closure instead of the stem
number because it explains the density-driven competition
more significantly and allows the avoidance of any bias
caused by a decreasing reverse J-shaped and right-skewed
diameter distribution in mixed forests (Aldea et al. 2023). By
using the definition via the basal area instead of the stem
number, the different tree size and the tree species could
be taken into account in classifying the mixtures. The stem
number would otherwise strongly take up the mixture type
in spite of the small occupancy rate of the BA. For example,
if the stem number criterion is applied, a mature stand in
which large birches are dominant with a large number of
small spruce saplings would be classified as a spruce mono-
culture or heavily spruce-dominated mixtures. This would
give rise to an obvious misinterpretation. The mixed forests

Figure 2. Area comparison of mixed forest vs monoculture in line with different basal area thresholds for the forest available for wood supply in Finland (a) and
Sweden (b). The x-axis defines the minimum percentage of the stand occupied by a single species in each class, e.g. the forest area is categorised as a monoculture
if a species of basal area proportion occupies more than or is equal to 75% in the ≥75% class.
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therefore appeared more adequately with the BA criteria than
the stem number criteria, regardless of a variety of tree sizes
in the diameter distribution.

Our analysis revealed that the applied BA threshold
notably affected the overall mixed forest area in both
Finland and Sweden. Within the range of the threshold
from 65% to 85%, the mixed forests area increased by 21%
and 25% for Finland and Sweden respectively (Figure 2), i.e.
almost doubling the mixed forest area: 21–42% in Finland
and 24–49% in Sweden. These results showed the similar
change of the mixed forest proportion in both countries,
highlighting the need for the well-justified common
threshold to make it comparable internationally. In other
studies, the 75% threshold criteria have been applied for
the definition of mixed forest based on the BA in Finnish

NFI reporting (Korhonen et al. 2021) and on tree crown
cover criterion in Forest Europe reporting (Forest Europe
2020). Except for the results for the threshold comparisons
discussed above, we therefore used the 75% threshold cri-
teria in our study. By doing so, 31% of the forest area in
Finland and 36% in Sweden were classified as mixed forest
(Figure 2).

Area estimates based on NFI data contain a sampling var-
iance. The area estimates for mixed forests with the 75%
threshold value are 5.6 million ha in Finland and 6.5 million
ha in Sweden (Figure 2). The area estimate for a domain of
this size is expected to have a standard error of about 1%
in the Finnish NFI12 (cf. Appendix Table 1 of Korhonen
et al. 2021) and 2.5% in the Swedish NFI (cf. Table 5 of Toet
et al. 2007).

Figure 3. Proportion of mixed forest in the forest available for wood supply (FAWS) and the proportions by mixed forest type in Finland (a) and Sweden (b). Each of
the mixed forest types (e.g. pine-spruce) is further divided into dominant tree species (e.g. pine-dom and spruce-dom).
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Differences and similarities of mixed forest
composition between Finland and Sweden

We evaluated the mixtures by tree species, finding that a
majority was comprised of pine, spruce, or birches mixtures,
whereas other broadleaved trees were only sparsely found
in both countries (Figure 3). However, this result was not
entirely consistent with the previous literature (Forest
Europe 2020), which is probably because of differences
between the definitions of our study and the reports by the
Finnish and Swedish NFIs.

The definition of mixed forest significantly affects the esti-
mate of mixed forest. For example, the Finnish NFI uses a 75%
criterion, while the Swedish NFI uses 65% (Nilsson et al. 2013;
Korhonen et al. 2017). In the report about the state of
Europe’s Forest, the mixed forest is defined by the 75%
threshold criterion based on tree crown cover, and as a
result, an average of less than a fifth of the forest land area
(14% in Finland and 17% in Sweden) was covered by mixed
forests (Forest Europe 2020). Moreover, the Finnish NFI and
Forest Europe define mixed forests as only coniferous-broad-
leaved mixtures, which implies that two dominant coniferous
species were not classified as mixed forests, i.e. pine-spruce
mixtures (Korhonen et al. 2017). The distinct definition may
greatly influence the number of mixed forest area differences

by publications, e.g. reports by the Finnish NFI, Swedish NFI,
and Forest Europe.

In our study, by using the same mixed forest criteria, we
compared the current state of mixed forests between two
countries. Our results substantiated that the methodologies
and experimental design used for the NFIs were elaborate
and compatible between Finland and Sweden. It will there-
fore provide more opportunities to study forest structures
in a different way by consolidating the NFI data.

Distribution characteristics and management
strategy by vegetation zone

The proportion of mixed forests in both countries was larger
in the southern region than in the northern region, e.g. north-
ern boreal vs southern or hemiboreal (Figure 5). Southern
regions would be the most suitable by their nature to
further increase the proportion of mixed stands, especially
by increasing broadleaved mixtures. Broadleaved mixtures
are known to be beneficial for increased biodiversity,
strengthened vitality, and improved resilience, thus making
forests more resilient to environmental changes (Messier
et al. 2022). However, coniferous mixtures can place the
emphasis on more promotion in the northern boreal zone.

Figure 4. Mixed forest area by soil type (a1 and b1) and the area proportion by mixture and soil types (a2 and b2) in Finland and Sweden.
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The pine-spruce mixture is a viable option on suitable sites,
particularly with high browsing risk areas (Bianchi et al. 2021).

Differences by development class in mixed-forest
distribution

Most of the forests in the study data probably originated
more than 30 years ago and were therefore regenerated
and managed in accordance with silvicultural practices,
which do not currently prevail in production forests. Both
countries have since adopted forest policies and legislation

aiming for more multifunctional and sustainable forestry.
However, the shift in forest policy and changed silviculture
is yet to be seen in mature forests. We compared the mixtures
by development class starting from advanced young but not
yet thinned stands to mature stands. In both countries, the
proportion of mixed forests was higher in the older develop-
ment stages (Figure 6).

The results indicate that forest management recommen-
dations for precommercial thinning and commercial thinning
have highlighted pure conifer stands in recent decades. They
may also indicate that previous thinnings did not remove the

Figure 5. The area and proportion of mixed forests by vegetation zone in each country. The proportion of mixtures was calculated by country (b1–b4 and c1–c4).
The c1–c4 plots target only the mixed forest area as a total. The map sources (a) are available from SYKE (SYKE 2015) for Finland (FI) and the Swedish NFI (Nilsson
et al. 2014) for Sweden (SE).
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early ingrowth of secondary species in older stands. Similar indi-
cations have been found in a previous study, where pine mix-
tures were biased to a high proportion of pine basal area and
a low proportion of pine stems, indicating mixtures with few
large pine trees and many small spruce (Appiah Mensah et al.
2020). In contrast, the spruce-dominated mixtures in the same
study showed a high correlation of mixture proportion in
stems and the basal area, indicating these mixtures were prob-
ably mostly stem-by-stem mixtures from the regeneration
phase. This was further strengthened by the analysis of the
spruce-birches mixtures in southern Sweden (Holmström et al.
2021). The higher proportion of mixed forest in older stands
could also imply a long-term historical shift in forest manage-
ment, with regenerations less mixed than 60–100 years ago.

Conclusion

Mixed forests in Finland and Sweden were analysed using the
NFI data targeting forests available for wood supply. We com-
pared the threshold criteria for the BA proportion of the most
dominant species, finding that the proportion of mixed forest
by criteria changed similarly in both countries. Similarly, the
mixed forest area accounted for 31% in Finland and 36% in
Sweden in accordance with our most targeted criterion: a

threshold criterion of 75% for the BA proportion of a single
species. The major mixture types and main tree species
were consistent between countries, such as pine-spruce,
pine-birches, spruce-birches, and pine-spruce-birches. More-
over, the proportion of mixed forest in the same vegetation
zone was similar in the two countries. It was remarkable
that the proportion of mixed forest generally tended to be
larger as the vegetation zone moved from the northern
boreal to the southern boreal zones. Yet it will be necessary
to further study how to manage forests by vegetation zone
considering the pros and cons of monoculture and mixed
forest in terms of wood supply and environmental issues.

The direct comparison of development class across the
country was not feasible due to the different data character-
istics, but there was also a noticeable trend in both countries
for the proportion of mixed forest to increase with a more
mature development class. As our results could imply a
long-term shift in forest management, we need to prepare
our strategy to deal with mixed forest issues in the current
situation. It was also found that species mixture should be
promoted in the early stage of stand development to main-
tain or increase the proportion of mixtures. Overall, this
study offered results to determine the current state of
mixed forests in Finland and Sweden and provided necessary

Figure 6. Ratio of mixed forest (a1 and b1) and the mixed forest area with its proportion (a2 and b2) by development class. The proportion was calculated by each
class in both counties. The classes are not directly comparable across the countries, and the detailed definition of classification is explained in Material and
methods. YTS: young thinning stand, ATS: advanced thinning stand, MS: mature stand, UF: unthinned forest, TF: thinned forest, FFF: final felling forest.
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information and ideas to prepare strategies for forest man-
agement planning from a practical perspective in silvicultural
treatment. Furthermore, it was considered to clearly demon-
strate that the NFIs’ methods in both countries were similar
and thus compatible, meaning various issues such as other
forest structures could be further examined together.
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