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Diversification of organic farming systems is a key prac-
tice to address current challenges in crop and livestock
production. It has the potential to increase the resilience
to climate fluctuations and counteracts climate change to
some extent by reducing emissions and increasing carbon
storage. Diversified crop-livestock systems can also con-
tribute to stop the dramatic loss of biodiversity. Organic
farms are already more often mixed crop-livestock farms
with more diverse crop rotations, including perennial leys,
compared to conventional farms [1]. However, there is a
need as well as potential for further increasing diversity on
organic farms [2].

On-farm research is an emerging field aiming to trans-
form global agriculture [3] by involving farmers and associ-
ated actors in the design and evaluation of farming systems.
Research in organic farming could use this potential more
widely and systematically to co-design solutions with farm-
ers and advisors. There are inspiring examples of how
“living collaborations” with farmers and other actors help to
co-design diversified cropping systems e.g. with a focus
on legumes [4—6]. However, the co-design process is com-
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plex, difficult to describe and often not reported in regular
research papers.

The journal Organic Farming (ISSN 2297-6485; doi:
10.12924/librello.OF) provides a platform for contributions
in diverse areas related to organic farming and food pro-
duction and will especially welcome articles describing the
process and results derived from on-farm research. Recent
papers in the journal show a diversity of on-farm research
such as farmers assessing the carrying capacity of tra-
ditional farming in South East England [7], insights from
modified ‘Stable Schools’ as a consulting tool for organic
dairy herds in Northern Germany [8] and related to on-farm
organic group certification, a proposal for improving internal
control systems’ performance [9]. We call for submissions
from practically relevant work in organic farming especially
with a systems’ perspective and integrated solutions for
diversified crop-livestock systems.
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